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*HIIRT 0V MID’3,0IPI0p IR DI 1,4007)
L nowynx n'9aIRa 7YID (Chaucer, 1400-1343)

To yow, my purs, and to noon other wyght
Complayne I, for ye be my lady dere.

I am so sory now that ye been lyght,

For certes but yf ye make me hevy chere,
Me were as leef be leyd upon my bere;
For which unto your mercy thus I crye:

Beth hevy ageyn, or elles mot I dye!

1377 NPYARY 91 m oAn

To you, my purse, and to no other creature
I lament, for you are my lady dear.

I am so sorry now that you are light!
Surely, unless you make me heavier cheer,
I may as well be laid upon my bier.
Therefore unto your mercy thus I cry:

Be heavy again, or else [ must die.

’Complaint to His Purse’ 3°Wi JI0n WX N°2 .1
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